Edition Nineteen

Community Housing Network, Inc.

Opening Doors e Transforming Lives

Network News

“Raise the Roof for Affordable Housing” Event  Summer, 2009

$10,000
Title Sponsor
Table for 10
Full-page ad
Event signage
Logo on website
Ad in newsletter

$5,000
President’s Circle
Table for 10
Half-page ad
Event signage
Logo on website
Ad in newsletter

$2,500
Benefactor Sponsor
Table for 10
Quarter page ad
Logo & Ad

$1,000 Contributing
Sponsor
Table for 10
Business card ad

$250 Supporting
Sponsor

Two event tickets

Name in program

Photo, from I. to r.:
Sylvia Majewska, CHN
Housing Resource
Center Dir. Debra
Hendren, Daryne
Gailey, CHN Home
Buyer Specialist Linda
Velandra and CHN
President Marc Craig,
at Daryne’s home
closing.

Inside this issue:
Spring Into Action

Volunteer Focus

Door to Door

AH Conference

Adopt-a-Family

2
2
2
Marc’'s Message 3
a4
a4

Community
Housing
Network and
HOMES Coalition
are excited to
host our 9th annual fundraiser and
auction benefiting homeless people
and those with disabilities in
Oakland and Macomb counties.

This year’'s theme is “Raise the Roof
for Affordable Housing: Supporting
People with Disabilities and Those in
Need.” With silent and live auctions,
a delicious dinner, an open bar and
more, a fun evening is promised for
all!

The event takes place Thursday,
October 15, and proceeds will go

toward programs that bring aware-
ness, assistance, and hope to the
families we serve.

Tickets are $100 per guest and are
available now. Sponsorship
opportunities are also available.
Please contact Anne Osmer at 248-
928-0111 or aosmer@chninc.net for
tickets or information about partnering
with us.
Save the Date!
Thursday, October 15
6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Andiamo Italia Ristorante,
7096 East 14 Mile Road
Warren, MI

Home Buyer Program Success Story

Daryne Gailey, 24, realized his
dream of owning a home when he
recently purchased

Development
was

mortgage. The home
rehabilitated through Oakland
County Community

one through CHN’'s
Home Buyer
Program. Daryne,
who lives with a
developmental
disability, is now the
proud homeowner of a three bed-
room ranch in Oxford, MI, with a
walkout basement and a large yard
for his dog. CHN helped Daryne se-
cure Federal Home Loan Bank assis-
tance, an interest-free Community
Housing Development Organization
loan and a low interest USDA Rural

Home Improvement.
As part of his home-
buyer preparation,
Daryne participated in
a one year educational
= process and saved for
a down payment by working at
Kroger, where he recently celebrated
his tenth year. CHN has other oppor-
tunities for first time home buyers in
Oakland County who have a family
member with a disability. To see if you

qualify, call the Home Buyer program

at 249-928-0111.
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Spring Into Action/Walk for Homelessness a Success

The second CHN "“Spring Into Action
week was held May 30 - June 6. The
efforts and generosity of many
participants contributed to a great
week. On Saturday, May 30, 70 people
met up at Nelson Park in Sterling
Heights for the Walk to End Homelessness.
Participants walked a mile or more to raise
awareness about homelessness in our communities.
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During the Spring Cleaning Round Up, individuals
and organizations collected cleaning supplies and
personal care items for participants in CHN
programs. Door to Door Organics played a big role
in the success of this event by distributing

== ™ sbrochures and collecting and storing

items until the conclusion of the event
(see Community Partner Focus,
below).

During Planting Hope, volunteers put
in some serious sweat equity sprucing
up the yards of eight CHN homes. Residents were
thrilled at the beautiful results. Special thanks to
Keller Williams Realty, Crossroads for Youth,
Oakland University Lead, Boys Hope Girls Hope and
the individual volunteers who made a difference. CHN
would also like to recognize Starbucks, New York
Bagel, Better Made, Absopure, Meijer, Bordine’s
Nursery, and Home Depot for their generous dona-
tions that helped make Spring Into Action a success.

Volunteer Focus: Sheryl Lhamon

» | A self-described “people
F ¢ person,” star volunteer
# Sheryl Lhamon seeks
| out volunteer opportu-
? ; nities for causes she
cares about all the
time. CHN was thrilled
when she recently de-
cided to help with Spring Into Action.
As part of Spring Cleaning Round Up, a
Spring Into Action drive to collect cleaning sup-
plies for those who can’t afford them, Sheryl
organized staff at her workplace, Peoples State
Bank. She collected cleaning supplies from em-

ployees and arranged for boxes to be placed in
bank lobbies for bank customers to contribute.

CHN Volunteer:
Sheryl Lhamon

Sheryl also organized the first ever “jeans Fri-
day” at her office, where staff members contrib-
uted $5 each in exchange for wearing jeans for
the day. Not only was it fun, the effort raised
$275 for Community Housing Network programs.
“I love to wear my jeans!” said Sheryl. “I was
satisfied with the success of it.”

Sheryl was also active for another Spring Into
Action event, Planting Hope. Each year, CHN
asks volunteers to help spruce up the properties
of people who are unable to do the work
themselves. Sheryl wasn't afraid to get dirty,
and helped with “pulling the weeds,” as she put
it. In addition to working full-time, Sheryl is an
active volunteer at her church. Thank vyou,
Sheryl, for being a star volunteer!

Community dOOI' dpor When Door to Door Organics agreed to partner with CHN on the
P;lrtner 0rdaNiCS spring Cleaning Round Up supply drive, it offered a great opportunity
ocus VUV to be introduced to their environmentally and community conscious

customers. What resulted at the end of the drive was truly amazing — an entire van filled with enough
items to meet the basic needs for over 50 people in CHN programs. The idea was simple. Door to Door
inserted Spring Cleaning Round Up brochures in their customers’ orders, inviting them to donate cleaning__
supplies and personal care items. Customers put their donations in the order box, and the

(continued on pg. 3)

route driver picked up the donations during the next delivery.




You don’t need me to tell you
the state of Michigan’s
economy is truly in crisis. The
numbers vary from day to day,
but for fiscal year 2010 we are
looking at a $2 billion shortfall.
That means deep cuts for
Michigan, and one of the areas
being targeted is the Michigan Department of
Community Mental Health.

This year, Oakland County Community Mental
Health Authority (OCCMHA) has already seen a
$2.2 million decrease in funding, the highest per-
centage of all of the Michigan Community Mental
Health Agencies. Next year, OCCMHA'’s cut could
reach $10 million or more, if the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Community Health is
successful in enacting a $62 million reduction in
the General Fund.

If that’s not enough, the current proposal for next
year’s Medicaid budget eliminates all dental fund-
ing. This proposal is short-sighted and would have
long term consequences. It is well known that
dental problems, if left untreated, can lead to a
whole host of other diseases, including heart dis-
ease. The resulting doctor visits, emergency room

CHN President &
CEO, Marc Craig
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visits and hospitalizations would in turn end up
costing taxpayers much more than simply provid-
ing dental care in the first place. Forgoing dental
care for Medicaid consumers is not only wrong in
human terms, it is simply bad fiscal policy.

What will budget cuts mean for many of the people
Community Housing Network serves? Poorer
health, lessened quality of life and elimination of
access to certain services. The number of home-
less people with disabilities continues to grow under
the strain of Michigan’s economic collapse - does it
seem right to hit the most vulnerable people when
they're already down?

Negotiations between Michigan’'s House of
Representatives, Senate and Governor Granholm’s
office are in full swing, and will probably continue
right up until the September 30 deadline, when a
budget must be passed or we risk a shutdown of
services.

What can you do? Tell everybody about the
impending cuts. Write letters to the editor of
papers you read. Most importantly, contact your
elected officials.

Do not be silent on this critical issue. Voice your
support for resources that support strong communities!

Tell Your Elected Officials:
« No General Fund or Medicaid reductions
« No larger percentage of cuts to Oakland or Macomb Counties

Community
Partner Focus

company that was started in 2007.
pour in.”

the year.

_produce items in each order. For

www.michigan.doortodoororganics.com. CHN sincerely thanks Door to Door Organics for their
help in makint__:; this year’s Spring CIeaning Round Up a huc__;e success.

(continued from pg. 2) “Our group was especially impressed with the huge outpouring and
generosity of our customers,” said Linda Dent, President and co-owner of the Fenton
“Our drivers were more than happy to help in this effort that enabled
them to volunteer their services while still working. It was exciting and awesome to watch the donations

Door to Door Organics delivers fresh, organic produce and groceries to homes and offices, every week of
Selections change weekly, and customers choose their box size and can also customize the
more

information call 810-714-1475 or \visit
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| CHN at Michigan Conference
on Affordable Housing

members and two representatives of NEMSCA (a
northern Michigan community service organiza-
tion) presented “Creating Housing Resource
Centers, A Community Resource” at the
Michigan Affordable Housing Conference in
Lansing. Over 100 people attended the well-
received workshop. CHN presenters Debra Hen-
dren and Chuck Bratton focused on the develop-
ment of CHN and the “one stop shop” services
and programs offered by its Housing Resource
Center (HRC). They stressed how a Housing Re-
source Center can provide leveraged services
and additional housing development funding.
They also encouraged the use of advocacy to
create Housing Resource Centers throughout
| Michigan.

In June, CHN Housing Resource Center staff

Become an Ambassador |

for Adopt A Family Program

You can take the lead NOW to make the holidays
brighter for a family in need. CHN is looking for
organizations, schools, companies and individuals
who are interested in partnering with us for our
Adopt A Family program. The program provides
necessities and gifts to families who would
otherwise go without during the holiday season.
Many need basic items such as warm coats, boots,
hats and gloves. We are looking for ambassadors
to go into their communities (including schools,
companies, etc.) and organize donations for the
program. We have found this is a powerful and fun
way to obtain contributions for our families who are
in great need. During these hard times, your time
can be a precious gift to others. Please consider

participating! Contact CJ Felton at

248-928-0111 or cjfelton@chninc.net. |




